SACRED WELL
OF CHICHEN-1TZA (Continued)
it was worse than in a New York sewer. Nevertheless, when the chemical treatment was finished and the water filtered, It was possible to see clearly for more than five metres and the water was drinkable.
Work was resumed with modified air-lifts which could to some extent control the force of the water going up to the screening tables. The mud was lifted in layers, and all objects larger than a button were brought up by the divers. The work lasted two and a half months.
All kinds of artifacts were recovered: two beautifully carved wooden stools, several wooden buckets, about one hundred jars and vases of different sizes, designs and periods, fabrics, gold items, rings, bells, objects made of jade, rock crystal, copal (incense), rubber, coral, bone, mother-of-pearl, horn, amber, copper, quartz, pyrite and onyx, human and animal bones, grinding stones, five stone Jaguars and two stone serpents.
The expedition showed that it is possible to clear and purify the water, and that an air-lift properly handled and controlled can be used to dig underwater sites in cenotes. When the air-lift disturbs the mud, taking away the visibility, it can be lifted about 20 to 30 cm. and very soon takes away all the mud and particles in suspension, making it possible to see again in a short time.
A preliminary study of the human
bones found revealed that there were many more sacrifices of children than adults—a ratio of more than 50 per cent children as against all others.
Other sacred Mayan wells have also yielded up their treasures. From 1956 to 1965, E. Willys Andrews, Director of the National Geographic Society, Tulane University research programme at Dzibilchaltun, near Chichen-ltza, explored the 55 metres deep Zlacah cenote with the help of divers from the Exploration and Water Sports Club of Mexico.
During the first three working seasons hundreds of artifacts were brought up, including a surprisingly large number of pottery vessels. Most of the small objects—some exquisitely
carved—were apparently thrown in as cult offerings.
In Guatemala, too, several lakes have been explored and Mayan artifacts recovered, and plans are being made to investigate several wells at Chincultlc, in the Mexican state of Chiapas.
On top of the Xinantecatl volcano, nearToluca, about 100 kilometres from Mexico City, are two lakes, the Lake of the Moon and the larger Lake of the Sun. From the second lake, 4,215 metres above sea level, underwater explorers have recovered dozens of copal (incense) offerings, some in the shape of volcanoes with twin and single peaks. The Lake may contain an Aztec treasure hoard and is scheduled for further exploration. •
Left, this gold pendant from the well at Chichen-ltza, symbolizes a flute-playing bird-god.   A projecting nose covers the entire width of the face and the rows of spirals flanking it are believed to represent wings.   The style suggests the work of Quimbaya Indian metalworkers In Colombia where the pendant was probably made in the 16th century A.D.